SAN DIEGO PUBLIC LIBRARY PATHFINDER

REBUILDING AND REPAIRING
YOUR HOME AFTER A FIRE ARG
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Thousands of homes were damaged or destroyed in the
recent California wildfires. This Pathfinder will describe
resources available at the San Diego Public Library and on
the Internet for individuals who are rebuilding or repairing
their homes.

The City of San Diego’s Web site contains an excellent
collection of links to fire-related topics and agencies which
can assist fire victims. These links are found at:
http://sandiego.gov/newsflash/firealert.shtml.

The law firm of Morrison and Foerster in conjunction with
seven bar associations has produced a 72-page overview for
fire victims addressing issues such as temporary housing,
document replacement, and replacement of household
goods. The Helping Handbook is available online at:
http://mofo.com/about/socalfirehelp/.

The Library Catalog

To locate books on the topics included in this Pathfinder,
search the Library Catalog by SUBJECT or KEYWORD.
Relevant subject headings include: insurance, architecture,
dwellings, house construction, landscape architecture,
interior decoration, and building and contractors.

Magazine Articles

Search the InfoTrac OneFile database for articles on home
remodeling, decorating, gardening, and other topics. You
may search by KEYWORD using the same terms you used
to search the Library’s Catalog. Many articles appear full-
text on the database, but to see illustrations in color you
may need to view the magazines in hard copy. Search the
Catalog by TITLE to see if the Library has a subscription
to a magazine you are interested in viewing.

RESOURCES
Insurance
Don’t get burned after a disaster. California Department

of Insurance, 2002.
CALINS 1.2:B93

How to insure your possessions. 1999.
368.1/HOW

Insurance for dummies. 2001.
368/ HUNGELMANN

California Department of Insurance
http://www.insurance.ca.gov/

-
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Consumer-oriented information with a link to Southern
California wildfire information

Contractors and Architects

California contractors license law and reference book.
California Contractors’ State License Board. 2003.

CAL A 3.3/2:C 76/2003
http://www.cslb.ca.gov/laws/default.asp

Consumer’s guide to hiring an architect. California
Architects Board. 2002

CAL A 3.12/2:H 61

http:// www.cab.ca.gov/pdf/consumer2002.pdf

Complete guide to contracting your home. 1997
692.8/ MCGUERTY

The home building process: everything you need to
know to work with contractors and subcontractors.
1999

690.837/BINSACA

How to hire a home improvement contractor without
getting chisled. 1997.
643.7/PHILBIN

Reading architectural plans: for residential and
commercial construction. 2002.
692.1/WEIDHAAS

Take charge of your home renovation: everything you
need to know to manage a successful home renovation
or remodeling. 2001.
690.837/HILLSTROM

What you should know before you hire a contractor.
California State Contractors License Board. 2001.
CAL A 3.3/2:C 76/2/
http://www.cslb.ca.gov/forms/wysk.pdf

California Architects Board

Licensee information and forms and publications of interest
to the general public.

http://www.cab.ca.gov/

California Contractors State License Board
Information for customers who are hiring a contractor,
including a license status check, information on laws and
regulations and consumer-oriented guides and pamphlets.
http://www.cslb.ca.gov/



http://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/
http://sandiego.gov/newsflash/firealert.shtml
http://mofo.com/about/socalfirehelp/
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/news.asp
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AFZ-7562
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=ADO-7645
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGI-8094
http://www.insurance.ca.gov/
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AFP-1027
http://www.cslb.ca.gov/laws/default.asp
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGK-6486
http://www.cab.ca.gov/pdf/consumer2002.pdf
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AEX-7479
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AFE-8373
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=ADN-6140
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGI-9574
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AFL-8748
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AFX-0225
http://www.cslb.ca.gov/forms/wysk.pdf
http://www.cab.ca.gov/
http://www.cslb.ca.gov/

Building codes, laws, permits and cost estimators

California building standards code.
CAL G12.4:2001/TITLE 24

City of San Diego Development Services
Department
http://www.sandiego.gov/development-services/
Permit and fee schedules, tips on home remodeling,
and more.

Code check: a field guide to building a safe house.
2004.
ON ORDER

Means residential cost data. Annual
R692.5/MEANS

Designing, building, and decorating a home

Art of kitchen design. 2002.
747.797/GREY

Bathroom planner: hundreds of great ideas for
your new bathroom. 2001
747.78/ARDLEY

Complete idiot’s guide to solar power for your
home. 2003.
621.31244/RAMSEY

Essential guide to decorating. 2002.
747/LEE

Fundamentals of residential construction. 2002.
690.837/ALLEN

506 best home plans: 800 to 2,400 square feet.
2003.
728.37022/FIVE

Hillside homes: 208 sloping lot and multi-level
designs, 1,000 to over 5,000 square feet. 1999
728.37/HILLSIDE

Homebuilding pitfalls. 2003.
690.837/THOMAS

Lighting design basics. 2003.
ON ORDER

Lowe’s complete kitchen book. 2002.
643.3/LOWE’S

McGraw-Hill construction/Sweets
http://www.sweets.construction.com/

A searchable database of 61,000 construction
products.

Not so big solutions for your home. 2002.
728.37022/SUSANKA

Landscaping and exterior design

California master gardener handbook. 2002.
635/CALIFORNIA

California wildfire landscaping. 1994.
635.95/GILMER

Deckscaping: gardening and landscaping on and
around your deck. 2002.
712.6/ELLIS

Fire, defensible space and you. 1998.
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/

This County of San Diego Web site contains
firescaping tips and lists of plants suited to the
County’s diverse climate regions.

Firewise.org is a consortium of groups supplying
information on fire protection for homeowners,
including fire-safe landscaping.
http://www.firewise.org/

Gardening with a wild heart: restoring
California’s native landscapes at home. 1999.
635.9/LOWRY

Home landscaping: California region. 2001.
712.60979/HOLMES

Low-water use plants: for California and the
Southwest. 1993.
635.952/SHULER

Poolscaping: gardening and landscaping around
your swimming pool and spa.
2003. 712/ERLER

Sunset western garden book. 2001.
635.90978/SUNSET

Sunset’s Web site — http://www.sunset.com/ —
contains excerpts from “Living with wildfire,” a
guide to creating defensible zones and a list of plants
to avoid in fire-prone areas.

Xeriscaping: planning and planting low-water
gardens. 2001.
635.925/RUMARY
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http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AFA-9337
http://www.sandiego.gov/development-services/
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGK-3862
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=ACK-9214
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGK-3970
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGB-1145
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGA-0275
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGB-1287
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGA-2576
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGH-9412
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AFF-9456
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGE-6303
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGG-3945
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGB-6315
http://www.sweets.construction.com/
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGB-1616
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AFW-7844
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=ADD-1793
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AFU-8459
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dplu/
http://www.firewise.org/
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AEY-3329
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AFJ-4615
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=ADA-5559
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AGI-7718
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AFL-3403
http://www.sunset.com/
http://sdplweb.sannet.gov/Web2/tramp2.exe/do_keyword_search/guest?servers=1home&index=ln&query=AFM-8814

